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Main ldeas

The U.S.-Mexican War

Key Terms and People
* Zachary Taylor

* John §, “Rip” Ford

* offensive

* Winfield Scote

1. The United States and Mexico went 10 War over issuss
involving Texas and California.

2. Many Texans took part in the U.S-Mexican War.

3. The Unned States defeated Mexico in 1547,

Despite efforts from some Americans, the United States
and Mexico went 1o war in 1845, Use current events
SouUrces 10 'eam about peace efforts around the world

today.
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Chapter 16

The Story Continues

U.S. ieutenant Napoleon Dana was stationed with his fellow
soldiers along the Rio Grande. He had been sent there from
Louisiana by the government. which expected war. There he
waited, anticipating a fight with Mexico. Many of the troops
were becoming anxious, eager to prove themselves in battle.

Dana, who dearly missed his wife, wrote a letter home. “Here
we are at 2 dead standstill, doing nothing. .. . I'wish [ had all

of my glory and was on my way home again.”

Fighting Breaks Out

The border conflict in which Dana took part arcse from teasions
between Mexico and the Unitad States. Many Mexicans were unhappy
about the annexation of Taxas, Thev fearsc that annexation was just the
firet step and that the United States wanted to take over all of Mexico.
The contlict between Mexico and the United States was not nevw.
For several years, Mexico had claimead that the Nuaces River was the
boundary between the two countries. The United S:ates, on the other
hand, maintained the olé Republic of Texas claim to the Rio Grande
a0 the boundary. In addition, the Mexican government had ordered
many American sattlers to leave Califorma which wao still 2 Mexican
territory. Many ULS. citizeas also wanted to be paid for damage done to
their businesses and property in Mexico.



In November 13845 Precident James K. Polk sent J[oha Slidell to
Mexico to sectle the disputes. Slidell wes authorized to purchase New
Mexico and California. However, Mexican officials refused to meet with
him. With conflict brewing, Polk ordered General Zachary Taylorand

thousands of soldiers to Taxas. Their mission was to protect the new state

from any attack When Taylor's troops armrived along the Rio Grandein
March 1346, they discoverad Mexican troops camped across the river.
Taylor ordered his men to builc a fort near what is now Brownevilla

In early April, & Mexican genersl sear a message o Taylor, ordering
him to return to the ssst bank of the Nueces. Taylor refused. In response,
Mexican cavalry crossed the Ric Grande and attacked. Several US sol-
ciers were killed or wounded, and maay more were taken captive.

The next ay, Tavior sent word to Washington that fightiag had
begun When Polk heard this netws, he askad Congress to declare war.
Congress acted swiftly, and the US -Mexican War was ceclared on May
13, 1546. The war is aloo called the Mexican-American War or ¢im-
plv the Mexican War. Even before the declaration of war reached the
border, though, more fighting had broken out. On May Sand 8, US.
troops fought General Marisano Arista’s advancing forces at Palo Alto
2nd Resaca de la Palma near Fort Brown. Tavior won both battles.

Reading Check Analyzing Information What role did the Ric Grande
glay in the outbreak of the U.S.-Mexocan War?
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In November 1345 Pragident James K Polk sent John Slidell to
Mexico to settle the disputes. Slidell wes authorized to purchase New
Mexico and California. However, Mexican officials refused to meet with
him. With conflict brewing, Polk orderad General Zachary Taylorand
thousands of soldiers to Texas. Their mission was to protect the new state
from any attack When Taylor's troops arrived along the Rio Grandein
March 1346, they discovered Mexican troops camped across the river.
Taylor orderad his men to builc a fort near what is now Browneville.

In early April, 2 Mexican genersl senr a message o Tavior, ordering
him to return to the asst bank of the Nueces. Taylor refused. In response,
Mexican cavalry crossad the Rioc Grande and attacked. Several US. sol-

ciers were killed or wounded, and many more weare taken captive. o
The next day, Tavior sent word to Washington that fizhtiag had N A
begun When Polk heard this mews, he askad Congress to declare war. bt
Congress acted swiftly, and the US -Mexican War was ceclared on May VIDEO
13, 1546. The war is aloo called the Mexican-American War or sim- ;“m;’f;::;;
plv the Mexican War. Even before the declaration of war reached the
border, though, more fighting had broken out. On May8and 8, US. TR

troops fought General Mariano Arista’s advancing forces at Palo Alto
2nd Ressca Ce la Palma near Fort Brown. Taylor won both battles.

Reading Check Analyzing Information What role did the Ric Grande
glay in the outbreak of the U.S.-Mexcan War?
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@ A U.S. Victory W

' . - A . ? .1 1 . .
After winning 2 few battles in Texas, Taylor begas 20 offensive—a major Jack Coffee Hays
troop advance—into northern Mexico. He defeated & Mexican army at (1817-1823) John Coffes
Monterrey and pushed farther 1nto Mexico. In 1847 Taylor's troops met | “Jack” Hays became one
| of the most famous of the
3 P2 ¥ : Texas Rangers. According
Anna’s forces recrested. Texas Rangers plaved kev roles st Bueana Vista 12 one legend, whils
and Monterrey. fighting American Indians
: at Enchanted Rock, Hays
became separated from

a larger Mexican army at Busna Vista After two days of fighting, Santa

Because of his success at Buena Vista, Tavior became 2 national hero

President Polk was not happy 2bout the general's new popularity, 2aad his men. He held of5 the
he decided to replace Taylor as commander of the army. The new com- | Indians for more thanan

' . hour until he was rescusd.
mander was Winfield Scott, Pagd . 3
Hays's fame grew during

Scott chose to pursue a different stratezy than Taylor had He sailed | tha Mexicsn War. He 3nd
to Veracros, which had the strongest fortress in Mexico. After 2 long the Rangers fought hand

artillery battle, Scott took control of the city. He then moved inland. |2 hand with Mexacan

P 7 S 3 AT zoldiers 5t Monterrey.
Sants Anna tried desperately to stop the U.S. advance, but he failed By Hays ske fought in other
August 1347, Scott had reachec Mexico Ciry. imporiant battles. He died
in Caiifornia in 1883, How
di Hays make 3 piace for
streets and even on the rooftops. Finally, on September 14, 1347, Mexico | mimseait 1n Texas history?

City fall. U.S. troops raisec the American flag over the National Palace

Scott ordered a massive attack on the city. Fizhtnz took place in the

in victory. Of the approximately 116,000 U S. s0l diers who served in

the war, nearly 13,000 lost their lives. Most of thesa soldiers died notin
battle but from disease. Mors than 60 Texans died in battle, and more
than 270 more died from diseass or accidents. The war with Mexico hac
cost the United States nearly 593 million. In Mexico, countless lives werse
lost, and much property was cestroyed.

Reading Check Sequencing List in order the events that led to the

U.S. victory in the US-Mexican War.
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section ‘] Review Wonine ouiz |

1. Define and explain: 4. ldentifying Cause 5. Finding the Main Idea
o Offensive and Effect a. What issues led to the outbreak of ¢
- : Copy the graphic orga U.S-Mexican War?
2. ldentify and explain nizer below. Use it to b. How did Texans and the Texas Rangers
the significance of each show what problems participate in the U.S -Mexican War?
of the following in arose between the
b o Rl Noapion e 6. Writing and Critical Thinking
* Zachary Tayler S a‘nd e Supporting a Point of View Write 3 story
* john 5. “Rig” Ford oo from sither the Mexican or Texan perspective
* Winfield Scott ) about the poiitical and military events that
Nz N led 10 the U.S.-Mexican War.
3. L°¢_‘“t on a map: ey = l I Consider the following:
e Up Grande N = ® the causes of tension
» Zrowngille R e o the U.S. 3nd Mexican troops ststioned

slong the Rio Grande
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Results of the Mexican War

Main ldeas

Key Terms
1. The United 5tates gained new territory after the Ty ¢ Guadal
Mexican War, leading to debates sbout siavery. g St e a2
2. Many Tejanos faced discrimination as 3 result of the Hidalgo
Mexican War. e Mexican Cession
3. The population of Texas grew in the 1840s and 18505, + Compromise of 1350

largely through immigration.

Why it Matters Today

Az the end of the Mexican War, the United 5tates
and Mexico negotiated and signed a peace treaty.
Use current events sources 1o Jearn sbout recent
negotiations and treaties.

TEKS; o84, 9C
IR 11K 19C 1A,

TR, 120 The Story Continues

U.S. diplomat Nicholas Trist was 1n Mexico City trying to

work out a peace treatv. But Mexican officials were reluctant
Use the annctation

20015 in your e8ock

10 take nates on months. Frustrated with the negotiations, President Polk

to agree to U.S. terms. and the treaty talks dragged on for

ordered Trist to return home. With peace in sight, Trist

ignored the order. Furious, Polk called Tnist 2 scoundrel!

The Treaty of Guadalupe Hidalgo

After the capture of Mexico City, Mexican officials met with US,
diplomat Nicholas Trist to discuss peace terms. Their meeting took place
near Meaxico City at the toven of Guadalupe Hidalgo, On February 2,
1548, diplomats from the two countries signed the Treaty of Guadalupe
Hidalgo, officially ending the Mexican War.

The terms of the treaty favored the Unitec States Mexico officially
recognized Texas 2o part of the United States. It zave up all claim 2o the
territory between the Nueces and the Rio Grande Mexico also agreed
to cece some 519,000 square milas of additional territory, including
California, to the United States for 515 million. You can sea this ceded
territory on the map on the next page. Mexicans Hving in this region,
known s the Mexican Cession, were to be granted all the rights of U.S.
citizenship. In return, the United States agreed to cover the $3.25 million

in claime that U.S. citizens had against Mexico

Chapter 16



The addition of so much tarritory to the United States reignited old
debates about slavery. As before, the debate was split over regional lines.
Legislators from pro-siavery states wanted to allow slavery in the new
territories, while antislavery leziclators wanted to ban 1t

The Mexican Cession also raised questions sbout the borders of
Texas. Texans claimed that the state included all lanc east of the Rio
Grande. This would include nearly half of present-day New Mexico,
including the tracing city of Santa Fe. Early in 1843, the Texas legiclature
declared the huge disputed region to be Santa Fe County, Texas.

However, the people ia this region—particularly in Santa Fe—

reiected the Texas claim Most people in Sants Fe oppoead dlavery and

had no desire to become part of a slave state like Texas. Pro-slavery US. senator Henry Ciay
Southern members of the U.S. Congress supported the Texas claim. :?:: &”9:::: d;e;:;

Northern members argued azainst it.

In 1850 Senator Heary Clay of Kentucky came up with aplan to
resolve both the border conflict and the issue of slavery in the Texac and
New Mexico. His plan was called the Compromise of 1850, To seztle
the border conflict, the federal government would pay Texas $10 million
to Zive up its claim. Because the state government needed money to pay
debts, Texas voters approved the agreement. The plan aleo establiched
the present-day border betweeen Texas and Navw Mexico. In addition,
New Mexico and Utah became territories, and Californis became a state.

Reading Check Categorizing Ustwhat the United St3tes gained from
the Treaty of Guadaluoe Hidalgo and what Mexico gained.

— - — ~| New Borders, 1853
E ;'J"mh%%' formed L Tewa st W50 - Moskan Covion interpreting Maps The Unites
Suadahins Hiag, 1048 Verritaria clabes Gactuben Purchess | S8TES g3ineg cOntraf of most of the
L Comorcinde of 1850 -u‘:‘m”&::.;"&“' Eo.. aamined | SCUthWeS? through e Treaty of
130 the Usion Guadaiup= Hioalgo (1242) end the

Gadscen Purchase {1853)

1. Locate Whst river formec the
Westem boungary of Texas bafore
18507

2 Evaluating How Oid the Tresty
of Guacaiups Hiosigo and the
Compromis2 of 1850 hap shaps the
current Dorozes of Texas?
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